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He raſh and irjurious ſpeeches, which ſome miſ-under- 
ſtanding people have let fall concerning the actions 
of our noble Generall, have drawne from us, with no 
yg” lefle juſtice then neceſſity, this ort and true vindica- 

tion. Though his Excellence, ſecure in his own worth 
and conſcience, would forgive ſuch calumnies, and that 


in thenpbleſt way ol forgiveneſſt, to Gy no notice at all of em; 


g 


WALL 


yet we who are privyto all paſſiges, whom iticoncernes in Juſtice 
to ſatiſie the world, and whom it more: be hoves to windicazethan 
it can doe any man to ealumninate, cannot he ꝑuilty of · ſo greet-a neg» 
lect, as not endeavouring to make the truth appeare. And ſince it is 
proved by frequent experience, thatthe grounds of all jealouſies and 
ſuſpitions, which people ignorant of the preſent actions are apt to 
conceive aga inſt any man, are uſually raiſed from ſome precedent de- 
meanours of the ſame perſon : let it not be thought amiſſe, if we di- 
greſſt a little from the preſent narration, in ſnewing what his Hxce/- 
lexce has formerly been, and how little cauſc can ariſe from thence for 
any man to ſuſpect his truth, valour;or diſcretion, 

It will not be denyed that my Lord of Eſſex waseſteemed as loyall 
aſervant to the Royall Family, as true a Patriot to all int-reſts of 
En gland, and as conſtant an adventurer in the maintenance of the Re- 
farmed Religion (and it has pleaſed Gad to put Kugland af late years. 
into that condition, that the greateſt advancement of her temporall 
intereſt is by protection of the Reformed Religion) as any Nobleman 
what ſoever, is by his former free ſervices for the Palatinate, Holland, 
&c. may plainly appeare ; in which notonely His Majeſty but the 
Queene of Bobemia will be pleaſed to acknowledge his fidelity, rea- 
dy alwayes, though never obliged by the Co, nor waiting upon His 
Ma jeſty in that way, to ſerve him truly in all warlike and honourable 
employ ments; andin the late buſineſſe of Calesand Scotland, though 
he commanded not in chiefe, and little was done; yet what was beſt 
done, was done by him, as the wiſeſt which were there wil acknow- 
ledge. So that it may ſeeme His Majeſty made choice of his ſervice 
2 +maenofunqueſtionable fidelity to his Countrey ; and-the-Repre- 
ſentative Body of the Kingdome now choſe him as a man of undoub- 
ted loyaltieto his Soveraign ; thaſs two vertues being inſeparable in 
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the breaſt of a noble Beeline 8 which his Excellence profeſles 
that in his conſcience he beleeves this preſent Parliament never in- 
tended to dis joyne. 

Upon this the Parliament in this extreme and {ad neceſſity choſe 
him their General, with a Commiſſion as large and abſolute as ever 
was granted; it being conceived that a more narrow Commiſſion 
was not worthy to engage him in ſo dangerous an enterpriſe, norof 
power ſufficient to enable him to the accompliſhment of great de- 
lignes. Which was the practice ( to compare it with cldertimes )ofthat 
ſoveraigne Senate of Rome; who in times ot moſt imminent danger, 
wiving her uſuall 9 — in warre by Conſuls, choſe a Dictator, 
putting the ſole and independent command of theSouldiery upon one 
man for a limited time; it being obſerved by wiſeſt authors, that too 
ſtraitalimitation of Generals in their power has been deſtructive to 
their beſt deſignes; tor which not only the old petty StatesofGreece 
have beenblamed,but great Carthage which was able to conteſt with 
Rome her ſelf, & in later times theSpaniards (as wile as they think their 
Councels) have loſt much by it. Therefore in a plain narration we 
ſhall endeavour to ſhew that his Excellence has not been wanting in 

any performance,unlefſe diſobedience to his power, want of 
Pay or his Souldiers,or too frequent int erpoſitions of another power 
ve ſometimes hindred his real intentions. At our march from Wind- 
for (here the neceſſity of the ſeaſon, and the ſaf of the City 
had long detained the bady of our Army) the Souldiers were much 
in arrere, which wes willingly forborntill the State ſhould be better 
able, upon promiſeof conſtant pay for the future. We came to Read- 
ing, lay 16. dayes before it ; no mony came; upon the Treaty his Ex- 
'celence ſent the Conditions tothe Parliament, who liked it, and the 
Souldiers to forbear plundring were promiſed 1 2. hillings a man, be- 
- ſides their pay,buttheir pay could not not be had, although his Excel- 
lence after 8. dayes expectation made a journey himſelf to London for 
it;in the mean time, by reaſon of that infected ton a great ſicknes and 
mortality fell uponthe Army ; nat withſtanding his Excellence by the 
advice of his Councell of War, intended to march thence for better 
ayre; but ſuch a genetall mutiny was raiſed for want of mony, that 
his Excellence, though with much courage, and juſt ſeverity, he began 
to ſuppreſſe it, was adviſed by his Councel of War to deſiſt for fear of 
a generall defection, till mony might come from the City. Notwith- 
ſtanding upon this diſcontent, * Excellence removing to a 
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houſe (which he did to prevent the infection) many of them did dis- 
band and go away. The day following his Excellence comming thi- 
ther received intelligence of the defeat of the Devox forces under the 
command of the Earle of Stanford, at Stretton in Cornwall, and that 
P. Maurice and Marquis Harford were deſigned that way. Whercup- 
on he ſent an expreſſe with order to Sir William Waller, forthwith to 
march with his forces to joyn with the forces of Dev on, and the other 
Weſtern Countries to prevent the joyning of the enemies forces; and 
withall writ to the Governor of Brifol to aflift Sir . Waller with 
fuch horſe and foot as he could conveniently ſpare out of his garriſon. 
And that nothing might be wanting for the ſafety of the Weſtern 
Country, which any way lay in his Excellences power, (well know- 
ing them to be of greateſt conſequence ) at a Councell of War it was 
fully debated, — to the queſtion, and reſolved that a ſtrong party of 
horſe and foot ſhould then be ſent after P. Mauricr to fall upon kim 
before he ſhould joy ne with Hoptous forces,and the body of theArmy 
to have remained thereabouts tilla Fort had beenraiſed upon Nenne: 
mouth to have ſecured the river, and commanded the towne ; but that 
-defigne was net cxcented, partly becauſe it was then preſt that the 
moving ofthe whole Army would better ſatisfie the City, and would 
be of greater concernmentte march toward Oxford;to meet with the 
auxiliary forces of the aſſociated Gounties, and partly by reaſon of Sir 
William Maler his on Letter, which aflured my Lord General that 
he would preſently obey his commands, and march into the Weſt, 
which notwithſtanding was net done; for Sir William marcked to 
Worceſter and went not toward the Weſtzwhereas had they marched 
thither, they might have been furniſhed with maney better (thoſe 
Counties being rich and well affected to us) than in judgment could 
be expected at Vorecſter, which was a fortiſied Garriſon towne;. nor 
were Horſe or Drageones preper or probable to prevaile againſt it. 
However Sir . Walter not certifying his Excellence of the altering 
his purpoſe, the reaſors of it, or of his march to Worceſter, till after he 
was engaged in his March, he-relyed wholly upon his marching to 
the Welt. But by that vecaſionnecre 20. dayes were fpendere hee 
marched toward the Weſt, in which time the Forces of P. Maurice, 
Marqueſſe Harfora, and Hopton joyned together. The Lord. General 
(it being much urged as a thing of abſolute neceſſity to move with 
the whole Army toward Oxfora,for pleaſing of the City, from whom 
otherwiſe we were to expect no money) did, though mch — 
judge- 


judgement, proceed in that iba? * marched to Thane wichehe 
whole Army to meet with the affociate Forces of the Counties. 
Upewbly — — found neither his owne Forces, nor 
thoſe new Forces of that number that was expected and promiſed, 
there being not above 1000. Dragoons and Foot at molt, which came 
up to us. 

oo Thame the hand of God in an extreame increaſe of ſſckneſſe 
(hundreds in a day falling deſperately ill)and by ſtrong unſeaſotiable- 
neſſe of weather, and great nine continuing 14. day beenden 
upon a flat, elay ie & moiſt ground made it 8 
that quarter. In which time the army was ure Way 
of moſt of the auxiliary forces, brougli to a number — 
. — — 
Oxford upon the rivet of : Thames 11 
block — tow ne without a double number to what tis —— 
then had. Yet as ſoone as the tuine ceaſed, and the waters abated, 
male the wayes paſſahle, intelligence being gi ven'that P. Rupert bd | 
dra vvno out his horfe amd foote — — ham, e 8 
there to give battel having brought t vat was reported fis Canon 
called in the Countrey, and made open proleſſion —— thee, that 
upon his honor he Weuld fight with our forces, were 10. 
for 1. the Lo: Gera marched with all ſpeed tow Fuels 

t with the Enemy, whoſe ſhowes of bravery, and defires of fight- 
150 uickly came to nothingfor when the Lo: Jener al matched with- 
in two miles of Backing ham; intelligencewas given that they had all 
in a diſorderly manner quitted the to@n, left their proviſions bekinde 

them, borſt chicir fact, and were mancht away the night before; 'His 


Excetiange thermo warnet ct polliofor bim with #ns train of 
Artillery. and jaote dt: roanyatvaritige, or by thoſe 
forces he hadtorhindor-P.Rs ry Joyning with theQueene, .de- 


fiſted from his march to Barkinghew, ſendi = the yet 
of horſe tu quarter there that 2 and to bring ba 83 


prov iſion; he himſalfonvith the reſt 24005 15 e 

Brickbilla plaee m convenient to —— 

don, to defend the aſſdeiate Out fiſtor ein che ods 
of the Lo: Cray of Greaby, Sir lohn AMeldrum, 2 * C ke 


to whom; bis Excelence hud given 
3 
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fought with the Queetis forces, and 
. for which deſignet — 
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us not done, nor were ſuch . as were offered talceti to 
haro fallen upon the enemyybut the Queene and P. Rapert were ſafſe- 
red to joyne with all their forces, (yet the Lo: rn ot Grooby'came af- 
terwards teadily with his forces to his Excellence.) About this time 
came intelligence of good ſucceſſe which Sir M iliam Maler had upon 
the enemy in the Welt, taken ſome of their Canon, forced them to re- 
ereat;and had ed them to the Deviſor, of which his Excellence on 
Tueſday night following the defeat received a letter from Sir William 
Fader dated an the Monday,confirming the truth of it; which was ſo- 
conded with further intelligence that Sir . ale? forces bad routed 
more of the Enemies horſe, and beat a convoy of Ammunition ſent 
from 0xfard by the Lo: C fend, and that the Lo: mot upon newes 
thereof, who was with a. Regiments ob horſe going after the Lo: Cra- 
PAPULILL) to Oaferd, and that the enemy had but 2 200. foot left 
Weſterne Counties, which were got into the Deviſes, and vffe- 
; ——— that town upon faire conditions, dit Miiam Waller having 
a victoridus and very conſulerable army before it. Now the caſe ſtan- 
ding thus, the feare of theWeſterne parts was changed into joy and 
 thagkfulneflefor vi gory and ſuceeſſe, his. Excellence having out of his 

it cate — x gt writtento ir H. Waller in theſe words: 


7, but {ti} 
aqui . — the — 
by kimſelte written to his Ex- 
= To ten —_— 7 , — above 48. houres = he 
receiv ter v car ta have xi 
betwixt his Excellancas army — Sir — 5 in 8 
ter Sir William Waller are his xcellexce he had loſt but 100.mes, 
and ſame armen which he doubted not ſuddenly to rally, and reſolved 
ths 8 takethe field, not. deſiring any aſſiſtance. or ſupply 
Excellent in eit hit his Letters: Not 3. nn 
Six Williams I aller (tho S 
- _ 


(6s) 
tries were committed to him) contraty/to his EZ xcellencys expctati- 
on, conſent or knowledge, leſt the Weſt to take care of it ſelfe, marched 
to War wic and from thence ſent a Letter by an expreſſe to his Excel- 
lence, ſigniſying the imminent danger of the Weſt, eſpecially of Briftol 
and Glouceſter, unleſſe his Excellence did ſpeedily advance, and that 
he was ready at Warwick with his Aig bi ( his @wne exprellian im his 
Letter) which was affirmed by the meſſeuger to be 2000.) to aſſiſt 
him. The Lo: ſieneral preſently upon receit of this intelligence, thoagh 
there Was no money to pay the Souldiers , and the Army then on its 
march another way, commanded that the Army ithenld marchtoward 
the Weſt, and by advice ot the Councell of War, ſent order to Sir . 
Waller to meet ten miles towards Brackley: intending, the, next day 
after all the forces ſhould have met at ſome convenient place ot Ren- 
devous, and ſo have progeeded to relieve the Welt, if it were ble, 
2 taling upon Oxford, or marching on to Briſtol, as be 
adviſe Ws Te 

Zut Sir Mi liam aller before the receipt of his Excellences Order 
Was marched to Northampton, 4 contrary way, and ſent Colonel 
Popham,and Col: Carre to ſigniſie that his force was inconſiderable, 
not above 400. horſe (ſtrangely (hrunk if as is ſaid, he muſtered 2000. 
at Briſtol atter his defeat, ) that he had a deſite to lay down bis Com- 
million, and ge to Landen. And the day tollowing he came to hi 
Excellence, and aſſured him that his horſe, which was all the ſtrengh 
had, was ſo inconſiderable, that a Corporal with an ordinary ſquadron 
of horſe would tout them all, and deſired he might go to Lenden where 
he heard there would preſently bee new. forces and money raiſed to 
ſet him out again. This ſtrange newesquaſht the deſign for relicfe,of 
the Welt, his Excelences army being ſnrunk through the continuall 
enereaſe of violent ſickneſſe, want of pay,cloathing, and other neceſſa- 
ries to ſucha number as is not requiſite tu name, that he could not pro- 
cced further,leſt his army might be cd to the utter ruine of itgand 
danger of the Kingdome, ſinee Colonell Crammeli, and the other for- 
ces of thoſe aſſociate Counties were neither willing, not could with 
ſalety be commanded ſo fat from their own Countries. This notwith- 
ſtanding his Excellence before Briſtol was loſt, offered that if the Par- 
liament weuld ſend him three thouſand foot, and five hundred horſe 
to recrewt his army, he would march to releive it; under which 
number, conſidering the preſent weaknes of his army, he could nei- 
ther hope to atchieve any thing, nor with. ſafety, convey his great Ar- 
tillery. * * We 


eee ede deg Heel 
uf ſporifie he ſeyerall engagernen which from time'ts time havebecn 
de to him that he ſhould be ſupplyed with money and other ne- 
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ceſſaries, nd the often fa lings, only chat he hath not yet wren 


the State for his Army ſincethe b ine 6060450; pounds a 


onely a weeks pay was ſent to them at — . whereupon, there 
being ſo long promiſed ſixe weeks, they di 
above a thouſanq, ſeying openly they would be no more fooled with 


ern 


'By what misfortune dir Werler loft that firong Army, we think 


it not our part to make any relation;but refer the Reader to whatrela- 
tion his own Commanders will make of it. This brief narration had 
no other end than te inforin thoſe people in the truth af proceedings, 
who might through ignorance have been too apt to have thrown un- 
deſerved aſperſions upon our noble General, and reſtrain thoſe which 
have already done it, from wronging themſclves any more hereafter : 
And tas extended no farther than the neeeſſity of that required;which 


a judicious Remer will by the language eaſily perceive, expreſſing 


only what impediments have ſometimes croſſed his reall and honou- 
rable deſigns, and that without any bitterneſſe of eonteſtation, or inve- 
tives, conceiving that ſuch things are too much unmanly, and too far 


below that pen wheſe ſub j ect is ſo noble as the vindicat ion of ſuch a 
man. We onely inſert what we have heard his Excellence ſtill 


profeſſe; that notwithſtanding his true intentions and unwearied en- 
dea vours to ſerve his Countrey have unjuſtly met with ſo many mii 
underſtandings ¶ leſſe injuries than thoſe having made other perſons 
of quality deſert the Cauſe which they had choſen, though ſuch looſe 
plants could never be well and honourably rooted) it ſhall no whit 
diſ e him, much leſſe divert him from that, in which his conſei- 
ence to God, and deare affection to his native Courirey have once en- 
gaged him; but that for the future (hoping that the Parliamem will 
afford him juſt and neceſſary accom * Im ) his life and fortunes 
hall not be en when the Cauſe ſhal require an adventure of them; 
hoping that God wil bleſſe his endeavours; and hi Conntrey eſteeme 
of them as they deſerve ;Tince Fame, though it be not the chĩeſe end 
Which a wiſe man ſhoots at in his undertaking, yet it is ſuch a reward 
a3 a noble mind cannot _ on 

fo 1 1K. 


#letieth,if we ould: 


uy 
. e ſouſd iers were chen promĩſed . 
ces pay, ar chathes; yet after they had ſtayed a fortnight longer, 


anded to the number ot 


. — — — my 


